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X am not entirely happy about the argument suggested 
for use with Pushkin, if necessary. Although we may know that 
the Russians have been supplying the Pathet Lao at Nam fha, on 
the evidence available to me it seems to be going rather far 
to argue from this that they must have been privy to a plant® 
attack the HJ..Q. position. Pushkin might well counter with 
the usual Communist line that the R.L.G. forces were building 
up their strength in the area first, and that they started th 
incident; therefore, the known presence of H.A.A.G. advis . 
with them must mean that the United States Government was privy 
to a provocative build-up of forces and even to an intende 
breach of the ceasefire. Even if we knew that Soviet fligh s 
to Nam Tha had been stepped up significantly in late npril an 
early May, he could presumably retort that this was in reply 
to "build-up "by Government forces. 

2. Such an argument would he entirely sterile in the 

absence of firmer information on the immediate cause of the 
Nam Tha battle and the events leading up to it than I can a 
present claim to possess. Vientiane telegram No. 345 0 

support R.L.G. 's version of the immediate cause, and Washington 
telegram No. 1315 , paragraph 3 shows that Phoumi had, in fact, 
"been reinforcing in the area. 

3. Unless the deduction made in your telegram under 
reference can be supported by further quotable evidence, X 
think it would be preferable to reply to charges about our 
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offer to put forces in Thailand by simply saying that this 
decision, which we had taken with a view to contributing to 
the stability in the area, did not diminish in any way our 
desire or will to see a settlement in Laos on the lines 
already agreed or our determination to continue to discharge 
our duty as Co-Chairman in order to facilitate this solution. 
This would be in harmony with the line which President 
Kennedy seems to be following. 

Foreign Office please pass to Washington, 

Bangkok, Vientiane and Singapore as my telegrams Nos. 192, 
30, 56 and 33 respectively. * 

[Repeated as requested] . 
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